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UM MCGILL COLLECTION
TRACES MONTANA'S CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT




In the early 1950s, the University of Montana (then Montana State University) 
received more than 1,500 itens frcm Dr. Caroline McGill of Butte. The donation was 
estimated to be worth $75,000 in 1954.
These gifts, ranging fran china, glassware and silver to furniture, musical 
instruments and clothing, represent the types of articles found in the hones of Montana 
pioneer families and Native Americans.
According to a gift acknowledgment dated May 11, 1954, the donation was made 
with the hope "that a museum— fire-proof— will be available in a reasonable length 
of time." The items were "to be kept as a museum collection," fran which articles 
could be loaned for a short time to other departments of the university, but returned 
to the main collection in the museum.
Dr. McGill came to Butte in 1916 as Montana's third wonan physician. She 
resided in the state until her death in 1959. Throughout those years, collecting 
antiques which wuuld illustrate the cultural development of Montana was her hobby.
Dr. McGill's interest in giving the university a portion of her collection 
stemmed fran a desire to make her record of Montana cultural history available to 
the public.
Today, the McGill Roam, located in the UM Wtmen's Center, exhibits seme of 
Dr. McGill's gifts to the university.
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The McGill Roan displays several Victorian chairs and a black walnut settee 
as veil as an American Qnpire sideboard. The roan also contains a hall mirror, 
encased in a black walnut frame and supported by a marble-topped base.
In another roan of the Wanen's Center, Chris Milodragovich, associate 
professor of hone economics, is cataloging garments of the UM costume collection, 
including several items fran the McGill donation.
Cataloging the McGill clothing has been like "putting together a j igsaw 
puzzle," she said, because items frcm the donation have been found throughout the 
campus.
Several items frcm the costume collection may be displayed at a spring 
exhibition at the Historical Museum at Fort Missoula.
According to a biographical statenent attached to the gift acknowledgment,
Dr. McGill collected "textiles of many colors and designs and dresses that illustrated 
the latest styles frcm Paris." These items are evident in the costune collection. 
Hoover, the acknowledgment fails to mention McGill's effort to present an accurate 
portrayal of the cannon, as well as the best, items found in early day Montana. The 
fact that the McGill clothing collection contains the only flannel petticoat of the 
entire UM costume collection perhaps best represents Dr. McGill's intentions in 
creating her collection.
In addition to the furniture and clothing, Dr. McGill contribued "hundreds of 
items" to the Permanent Art Collection of the university, and was instrumental in 
encouraging others to donate, according to Bryan Spellman, administrative assistant 
to the dean of the School of Fine Arts.
The gift acknowledgment and biographical statement describe the McGill collection 
as including "vast stores of beautiful silver, china and glass imported in early days 
from England, Vfeles, Ireland, France, Germany and Italy, as well as pieces made by 
the early glass makers and china artists in the United States."
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She also purchased many types of musical instruments used during territorial 
days in Montana, and the work of painters, sculptors and etchers.
The itens of the Permanent Art Collection are in storage on campus and, 
according to Spellman, no plans have been made for their exhibition.
Milodragovich, however, expressed hopes of initiating periodic exhibits of the 
gifts,including the clothing.
#
